What social and economic forces drove the mass movements of people throughout Siberia and Asia between the 16th and the 20th centuries?
The eastern movements of the people of Russia were slow in the 17th century due to the internal problems in the country. The migrations however resumed after the exploration and colonization of the huge territories of Siberia due to the economic value that came about with the resumption. The migrations were mostly led by Cossacks, who were migrating in search of valuable furs and ivory. The origin of the Cossacks was the Southern Urals and the Russians also migrated from the Arctic Ocean. There was also the migration of a group of people who were hunting for fur in 1620; their leader was the legendary Demid Pyanda who traversed approximately 4950 miles between 1620 and 1624.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The major treasure, which led to the migration into Siberia was the fur of foxes, sables, and ermines. During this time, these items were very valuable and the people in Russia and Asia used it for trading. When explorers came back from the expeditions, they mostly carried the furs. The people who submitted to the Russian Empire got defense from the Southern nomads. They were in return expected to pay a tribute in the form of fur. That shows why people migrated to go look for fur. It was very valuable. 
